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[2 ; Further Obſervations on the early Iriſh Antiquities. 
bo * By: Thomas Pownall, Eg. In à Letter to the 
5 Rev. Mr. Norris, Servary oe rhe See 45 Anti- | 


> BE: 5 


VEREIN 1 tranſit to 0. for the Cögtidetsctel of the | 
Society, extracts of letters from colonel Vallancy to me, 
„ | touching ſome fingular remains of very high antiquity found in 
11 Ireland, together with coppei-plate en of drawings of 


3 


the articles referred . "} „ 1 


- 'Twosr: curious. things! in their names Glan and i in knetet „ 1 
nature probably, have reference to an oriental origin. Various 4 | 
| , __ = * and very unſettled are the opinions. of the learned as to the con- © vl 
| nection betwixt the eaſt (L mean Phænicia, Syria, Ionia, and 20 
£ I Carthaginians) with Ireland. As alſo how-theſe peculiar 1 
„ cuſtoms in Ireland, apparently oriental, acquired eſtabliſhment, + } 

there. It has long been my opinion, and it is now thirteen „ 
| Jan Wh figs 1 8 be that 8 /p00aK to the mien of "i 
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2 Governor Pr PPE on the early Tridh ee | 


I. That theſe commercial people from the eaſt had a naviga- | 

tion, and trading ſettlements in the Atlantic ocean, both on the 
_ coaſts of Africa and Europe, even advanced to Thule, their 
moſt remote ſettlement; in like manner as we Europeans have 
now in the Eaſt Indies. 


11. THAT thoſe ſettlements, i in \ all, or molt of theſe is, 
were advanced marine poſts, and ſubordinate factories, depen- 
dent on their great principal eſtabliſhment at Gades: as our out 
poſts and ſubordinate factories in the Indies are re dependant on 
their reſpective principal eſtabliſmments. 


III. Tur ſimilar views, animated by. a like zeal which 
| prompted the Jeſuits to undertake heir miſſions to Paragua, &C. 
animated the Magi, or Gawrs, the prieſts of theſe eaſtern people, 
to undertake /jke miſſions, and, perhaps, to form ſomewhat ſimilar 
eſtabliſhments amongſt the native inhabitants of theſe remote 


parts, but particularly in the ah Barts. of Ireland, the Tone: 
ultima Thule. 


IV. TAT from theſe wütete of commercial. enterprize, and 


> religious zeal, without recurring to the neceſſity of oriental co 
lonies, I have long thought, that theſe reliques of antiquity 
(eſpecially thoſe found in the ſouth of Ireland). derive their ori- þ 
gin, and that under reference to this derivation they may be 
beſt explained. e ; 
-  Oruxx geutlemen, with infinitely ! more learning than I pre- 
+ tend to have, and with much greater extent of literary inveſti- 
| gation than I am either able or inclined to purſue, have made 
great advances towards tracing the emigration of colonies from 
the eaſt, and their ſettlements in theſe utmoſt weſtern parts : 
as beyond, and before all others, my friend colonel Vallaney has 
done. 


Governor POWNALL. on the early Iriſh Antiquities. 3 
He, however, with that candor and liberality of ſentiment, 
which is the characteriſtic of real learning, permits me, where 
we differ, to controvert his opinions, as he does mine, without 
_ engaging in thoſe polemical OG WINES WW ang are a 
reproach to literature. NM 
Bur to purſue my opinion.— The native, or deine! inhabi- 
tants of Ireland in the firſt generations, took the name of Cymri, 
Cimbri, or Cimmerians; and in the ſecond, that of Cotti or Gothi, 
called alſo Ef-cottr, or Scotti, as being the ſurtheſt, or remote 
Cotti. Upon theſe firſt the Vice, or Fitts (in later ages called 
by the Romans Picis), who were pirates and ſea- rovers, made 
incurſions; in the ſecond inſtance, the Thanes (pronounced, and 
in aftet time written, Danes } made, under a different form, not 
only incurſions, but permanent conqueſts. . | 


- To theſe generations of Cymri, and Cotti, all matters of antt= 
quity reſpecting the general inhabitancy of Ireland are to be re- 
ferred; whilſt the remains of particular marine poſts, and mili- 
tary ſettlements, cuſtoms, and manners in the north of Ireland, 
are to be referred to the invaſions of theſe Sea-rovers or Vikan- 

; ders, coming under various appellations. 


Having prefaced thus much, I wilt now give thoſe extracts 
from colonel Vallancy's letters, which are ſubmitted to the pe- 
ruſal of the Society, and which will, I have no doubt, greatly 
excite their curioſity to ſee the opinion which this learned 
gentleman holds upon theſe matters, when he comes to give it 
more at large. ; 


„ DosLix, OG. 4, 178 3. Taclofo you have two plates, pre- 
68 pared for my Ne XIII. They are of the moſt valuable anti- 
13 08 quities the weſtern world can produce. The Jodban Morain 
«is of * $900, the ſue of the drawing. Keating ſays it was a 
| | | | | 66. chain, 
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chain, or a collar, or a breaſt- plate, or, &c. &c. worn on the 


6 neck of the judge when on the bench, and that it would cloſe 
„and choak him if he gave wrong judgement; and was ſo 
* called from Moran, who was formerly a great judge in Ire- 


& land, My ſurprize was great when I found in Buxtorf that 
4 Jodbam Morain was the Chaldee name of the Vim and um- 
c“ nin. Not ſatisfied with Buxtorf, I wrote to the learned Rabbi 


Heideck, now! in London. His anſwer was fatisfatory, 


« and contained a dozen quotations' from various Tal mud- com- 
« mentators. In ſhort, my friend the Rabbi will have it, that 


« none but Jews or Chaldees could have brought the name 


« and the thing to Ireland. In the ſmall cups, or circles you 
« will ſee two ſmall pointed pyramids, of highly polithed gold, 


„ which I ſuppoſe repreſented the urim and thummin. It was 


« hung by a golden chain, and worn on the breaſt.  Unfor- 

„ tunately, in cutting the turf (where this was found) the flane, 
& or ſpade ſtruck the middle; it only however bruiſed it, as re- 
« preſented in the plate. A friend of mine found another ſome 
«& years ago, and ſold it for thirty NO * 5 _— 


N twenty-two guincas. 5 


Tux other (plate BY is as great a extiabty: It is a very 
1 60 urge chryſtal ſtone ſet in fikver, with ſome other ſtones round 
it. There are many others in the kingdom; but all, which 


« ] have had drawings of, except this, bear the marks of 


* Chriſtianity, a crucifix always being in the middle. The 
&« name of them is cloch-meifi-cith or the ſtone of meiſi, judge- 
* ment. Cith is viſion, revelation, They ſay it is an Hebrew 


60 name, at leaſt they are told ſo: and in truth it is no leſs than 
& noo px Ebn Maſbeith forbidden by Moſes in the XXVIth 


60 chapter of Leviticus verſe 1, a name that puzzled all the-Jewiſh. 
; | l be 
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Governor PO VAL. on th earl Triſh Amana. ; 5 


ve rabbins, and our Hebrew commettators. You will find all 


their opinions in Spencer, de Legibus, vol. I. and this learned 


«, man concludes, ad eam explicandam vatem  potius quam in. 
40 terpretem poſtulari videatur. - It was alſo called breathachl on. 


«.0n is the ſame as cloch-a ſtone ; and breathael is ſynonymous 
6 .to meiſs, 45 judgement. Hence we find it amongſt the Syrians 


46 and Ægyptians, by gene, and e The.” Turks . 
Arabs by Lapis Bratian.” 


Is a ſecond letter, dated Oct. 23, 1 ow 3. the eCatota)/o bſeves, 


% We have another curious cuſtom Mill remaining under its 
oriental name. It was a ſpecies. of divination by five ſmall 
„ ſtones, tofled about and caught oh the hand i in various ways. 
O ur boys play at this as a game, and ſo do thoſe on the banks 
« of the Nile, as you will find in Nieubbur. This game has 


& two names in Iriſh, viz. pur in and clocha tag, or lag ones, 
T corrupted by the Iriſh-Engliſn to jachſtones. I need not tell 


« you that Mb pur in Hebrew and pp purin (plural) in Chal- 
dee means lots: and that the Englith verſion of the Bible re- 


« tains the Hebrew word in the IXth chapter of Eſther. T; ag 


. « is from the Etruſcan Tages, that prince of diviners. In the 


«© Memoires of the Florentine Academy you will find a ſorce- 


«* refs in the action of divination, drawn from a picture found 
« in Herculaneum. Two ſtones remain on the back of the 


« hand and three on the ground, Now this is zhe firft caft of 


40 our purin. T ſhall be glad to be informed. if this Some 1s 5 
« any where practiced in Wales or England. 5 


In a third letter, dated Nov. 4, 1783, he lays (6 The 104 | 


: « are run off from a braſs medal found lately i in a bog 1 in Allenſ- _ 
« town in the county of Meath. There is a ſquare hole in the 1 
. center. You will recolle& that by this Impreſſion the cha- 


. racters 
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WL racers are reverſed, I think the characters in the line 
& marked S are old Syriac, but of the others I can make no- 


« thing. Among the learned men of your Society probably it 


26 may be decyphered 5 *. 1 beg the favour of you to try. 


« P. 8. Every day turns up ſomething curious. 4 moſt 


«& beautiful vaſe, of the true Etruſcan form, was ſent to me 
. yeſterday. It has two handles terminating in horſes heads, 
ti elegantly finiſhed; it has neither top nor bottom, is ſeven in- 
40 ches high, Ano ſhall be e for Ne XHEP: Cv; 


1 am Sir, 


Your obedient humble ſervant, 


PF, POWNALL, 


21 believe that this i is ay one of the pieces of Chineſe money, which hex 


1 on a thong of leather: compared with thoſe it appears to be exaQly fimi- 
lar. 8 P. | 
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